 cndona, Kohli

The multitalented Trailblazer

“brings to her work passion and thought, and engages the viewer to reflect
on the subject she presents. Her craft is sensitive, imaginative, and powerful
in substance and form, and this has catapulted her to becoming one among
country’s most talented filmmakers. She has won many accolades notable
being the coveted RAPA Award for Best Director for INTO THE ABYSS: A

Film on I\-[ajor Depression”.




al Think
ction. Des
rin
devoted time for germane issues c | YMMON of e¢xperts. ren
man. An rd win 1aker, her music will enrich your sociologists from India and the UK
mind. An alumnus of DPS RK Puram and 1 tudy
majored in Film Editing at the Film and Television Institute of

F ”: and prim .|I|_'|_

India (FTTI, and later atrended the Prof nal Pre m for wicluding s

Producers ar UTC 5 Angeles. She |'='|‘|‘~'.l| Delhi T byrin
b v bring

ht laurels to her Alma Marer. That t mto
| from the tace that she dons
l. Wi, l.l':'|||1ll'-_ .'i|'| . 1rer, in |||,.|I i :.
med documenmrey maker. With an excellent
AC: : d wath her
conviction that Alm makers play a pivotal role in b
1al change, sk d inro
CUMENTAr
Vandana -.'.1"|'r|'|l]_l. l1
and works i Mumba. She has
d il'.'ld L'l.llh. d
ents that e
.l'l]l].{ Channel, The
wnnel, Doordarshan
e Broadeasting N
Nerwork), varnous ncies of
the Ulnited MNan nd the
Government of India. Va
has released rwo instrumenea
albums of In
Piano. She h
the Salzbu

of the G

to her work passion
5 I-I|_' v

to reflect on the r-.11|'l|L'l'.'r she

presents, Her craft 1s sensit

atve, and P ful in
substance and form, and this
wilted her o becoming
1Ty 'S Most
ented filmmakers. She h m
many accolades notable being the
covered RAPA qard for Best
Director for TNTO THE ABYSS:

A Film on Major l.'f';_] sion’.

Filmmaker Vandana Kohli's

CMOnon s

reality, and has




the Internet, Sir Tim Bernes-Lee admits that the Internet
doesn'’t have the requisite s and balances yet to support
te voices. The loudest, noisiest and most extreme
ws domunate discussion of all kinds, We can see that this
is encouraging and fe | , and unforrunately
the e no limits to the damage unwarranted a 5101
can cause. How may we contain that? How c: e make the

internet whar it was concerved to be = a forum for knowledge

and OppOrtu id not the dark, unim ably violent space

it has become. That'’s the ficst challenpe.

nd 15 health. We

the body and brau

and wrrevocably impacted by the addiction that comes from
SCICENS, eSpe phones. You take a phone or ser

from a child and he or she reacts like a drug addict being
denied drugs! The ‘erear invennion’ of the 21st cenrury is
turning out f O | st malaise ; ‘motionil
trauma from ES5IV e Infer: al world is
affecting mullic of children all over. We are all at nsk. Each
of us has fo recogmze this and find oursel A pomnt or pla

of balance.

The thire - tor my mund, 15 for
In 1 (e | h re OET All that 15 “
or the ‘latest’ | i ncement
i dy
simpler nor more efficient. Our digital g
on the environment at every stage- in their production (rare

earth minerals), their use (radiation) and their disposal. Th




by suppornng voices
1||;|[ iTe 1{':|H||[|;||‘|1' H'.Illl

L'IJ:]]PLE‘*‘\IHI‘J:H"L' around s,

B5: What were the
challenges that you faced
during the making of the
8 muinure short anniversary
film “WINGS OF GLORY:
75 Years” - A Platinum
Jubiee flm celebranng 75
:‘.I_'.l'l"- f:ll- !|||.' ||'|-i||.!|"| ."l'l'l

Forcer

VE: T had worked on

ll‘[ l L the research and scnpt for
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intelligence and automation may be better for busmess ten parct senes on the Indian Air Force. So much research and
but it will rip into jobs, livelihoods and communines. Can reconnaissance had been done thar 1 had Indian Air Force

business enterprise be ulive to such apprehensions, run with a comung out of my ears! In the meanwlule, the LAF saw the
conscience, and make a profit? I believe it can. Sleh Anniversary film I'd made for my alma mater, Lady Shri
] ; , Rum College. They liked it and commussioned me to make
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project. Share more on the same?
VK: The RAPA award was for ©
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BS: Are awards and accolades the only yardsncks of

success for crearive professionals?

VK: I think awards and accolades are reassunng and
encouraging, but are certainly not a yardstick for success. My
take away 1s everything I've seen, all the people I've met and
all T've learnt on each subject I've made films on Law, Anger,
Biotechnology, Music, Indan Ralways, IAF, and many more.
A filmmaker has ro understand and know the topic of the
film real well, to be able to interview experts for the film. The
film I made on Biotechnology, for instance, as an overview
of Tndian biotechnology across the country, had to feature
our leading scientists and researchers i the field. It had to
include entrepreneurs in the business of biotechnology. So
tor seven months of the produchion, 1 read the subject. 1 had
to undersrand it to be able to communicate it further to a lay

audience.

It was the same when | made THE SUBTEXT OF
ANGER which fearures some of the world's leading
nenrosciennst, psychintnsts, psychologist and other experts
from Yale, Stanford, Harvard Medical School, Chicago and
many more. I read their research and sear them questons
for them to agree to an interview and the shoot. So really,
that’s the take away. That's my yardstick for success, to be
able to understand and follow developments in different and
diverse subjects from mental health ro fighter jets. That's the

kickbackl

BS: How can we motwvate the youth brigade of the

country to contribute their bit towards naton lJt:Jldmg?

VK: We specifically need to address fundamental issues
in our country — cleanliness and awvility, Cleanliness reaches
LS o r’e'.;]JL‘C! our ‘.:U]'I.'O'Llﬂdlnlﬂ's'. i:L'-.':Hr:.' teaches us to fﬂspi"{'l
others and ourselves. If our voung people can honour just
this ‘Cinl Code’, all else wall follow from their inherent
dynamism and spirit of enterprise. We can motivate by

example. If we can practice it, others may too.

BS: How do you see women playing a prominent rale in

achieving the mission of “New India"?

VIK: Women are half the country. I don't think we
should over emphasis gender roles. Women are already
playing a prominent role in every conceirvable sphere. We
need ro recognize and acknowledee their efforr and their
contribution. Thats what s missing — offering credit where it

ih dL‘lL‘.

B5: Who are the three Icons that you look upon as Role
Models and why?

VI: My mum for the depth of her love and her
compassion; my dad for all the challenges he’s faced both
mnner and curward, and my mentor i college, Dr Meenakshi
Gopinath, for her beauty of mind and intent. Also, my
teachers in school, particularly Deepa Raghavan, for her

sready cocouriemeny and .‘\"L'lPPU-ﬂ'.

BS: As a proud alumms of DPS RK Puram, how do

vou see yourself playing a pivoral role in contribunng your bit

to your Alma Mater?

VEK: 1 believe the institutes we have studied at become
i part of us. Whether we actively or consciously contribute
to them or not, we mnherently represent them in whatever we

do or wherever we go. So if we do well outwardly or become

better people with time, then that s credir to all the influences

thar have shaped us.
BS: What ambitious plans do you have in the pipeline?

VK: There are many things on concurrently. I've written
a column on mind-body-emotion for five years and am in
the process of writing a book on mental and emotional well
bewng. As part of the Board of Governors of NIFT, I'm
['!il[l‘.L'i'l"L',lL‘ inn and enhancing my '!I]l]l.,'['\!.ll'll.“ll:-_[1|!I education
policy. On the personal front, I'm working on my own music,
am learning to play the drums and have just begun learning

Sanskrr,

BS: How do vou see Music bridging the divide berween

nations especially during the times of escalating tensions?

VIK: Music is above strife. That's its intrinsic power.

Those who love music, love it ierespective of who the bearer
15, and apprecite it if it resonates with them. Music has been
and contnues to be a unifying force all over the world, across
AgE, region, Strafta and nations. Food does that to ), in Iy

opimion. Bring people together over a delicous meal and they

forgee their differences, Music 1s food for the Gods!
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